The cell surface charge of Bodo sp. (Kinetoplastida: Bodonidae).
Cytochemistry, using cationized ferritin particles at pH 7.2 and colloidal iron particles at pH 1.8, and cell electrophoresis were used to analyze the surface charge of the protozoan Bodo sp. Surface anionic sites are homogeneously distributed throughout the protozoan surface, including the flagella, the cytostome and the flagellar pocket. Based on treatment of the cells with neuraminidase, trypsin and phospholipase C it was shown that surface exposed sialic acid residues and phosphate groups significantly contribute to the negative surface charge of Bodo sp.